160 WISCONSIN HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS. [vol. xv.

people; where sometime previous he had also held a pro-
tracted meeting which was blessed. Having prepared the
way in the manner now specified, we began to preach the
great doctrines of repentance towards God & faith in Jesus
Christ. There were three meetings held each day & prayer-
meetings at the intervals. After there began to be anxious
inquirers a part of the forenoon was spent in giving them
personal instruction & praying with them. At first, as a
protracted-meeting was a new thing with them, some for
a time kept back and looked on with distrust, but soon
these apprehensions all vanished and in two or three days
from the commencement of the meeting there was quite as
general an attendance as on the Sabbath. All except nec-
essary business was suspended for the time, and the con-
cerns of the soul became the great subject of tho[ughlt
and conversation. Altho’ deep feeling was manifested
still no pains was taken to excite their sympathies, yet the
solemn and sometimes awful silence which pervaded the
congregation, and the fixed attention to the preached word,
all seemed to say God is in very deed here. The effect was
strongly felt thro’ t[hel whole settlement, and not a family
which attended regularly but what was more or less bene-
fitted either in quickening such as were already professors
of religion, or in the hopeful conversion of some one in the
family.

At first there appeared to be quite a large number who
turned unto the Lord, but soon trials came and many
showed that they were not building upon the Rock, for they
were carried away by them. And numbers also of the
members of the church fell, but as I would fain hope to
try and purify them, for some have returned again confess-
ing their sins, but of others I stand in great doubt. Of
those however who during the meeting indulged the hope
of having experienced achange of heart sixteen have united
with the church and three young men all hopefully pious,
and two of them expressed a hope during the meeting,
have gone to a Seminary in the state of N. York in order



